Timeline
2000–2006
coalition government
Freedom and People’s
Party

2000 | Abolition of the Ministry for Women’s Affairs, they are integrated into
the Ministry for Social Protection and Generations. A department for Men’s
Affairs is established.

2000

1997 | Women’s Petition for a Referendum demanding
the incorporation of the principle of equality into the constitution

1997
1993

1990 | First Ministry for Women’s Affairs
headed by Johanna Dohnal

1990

1985 | As first political party the
Social Democrats adopt quota regulation

1986

1985
1970–1983
Social Democrats

1978/79 | Divorce under mutual agreement.
Reform of Children’s Rights (paternal violence)
1975–1976 | Family Law Reform –
a milestone in the advancement of women’s rights: men and women are treated
as equals in the family.
Women can decide to take on a job,
co-determine the domicile and choose a
family name. Abortion permitted within
the first three months of pregnancy, §144
decriminalized and illegal abortions, many
times reason for fatalities, become obsolete. Co-education in public schools as a
rule.

1993 | Increasing number of women
in party and public top level offices
(Chamber of Labour, governor, party
leader)

1975 | University Legislation
with co-determination

1978

one-party

1975

government

1970 | Herta Firnberg, first without 1970
portfolio in the Kreisky cabinet, creates
the Ministry for Science and Research.

1979

1979 | Secretary of State for General Women’s Affairs:
Johanna Dohnal, Social Democrats
Opening of a Women’s Refuge, equal salary in collective contracts

1970
1968
1966

1955:
Austrian State Treaty

1986 | 1st female candidate
for President of State:
Freda Meissner-Blau
(Green party)

1993 | The Principle of Equality,
already initiated in 1979 shall prevent
discrimination based on gender, age,
ethnic group, religion, sexual orientation
and disability.

1970 | Status of children born to an unmarried mother improved
1966 | Grete Rehor, first
Ministry for Social Affairs.

1968 | Profound changes in society announce
themselves. The 2nd autonomous feminist
movement comes into being: „the private is
political“

Postwar period | Again it was women who cleared the damages
Minister for Public Nutrition Helene Postranecky (Communist Party)

since 1945:
Second Republic
1945 | Women admitted to the
Catholic Theological Faculty

1938 | Policy of organized ‚motherliness’
and gender segregation

1945

1939–1945
Second World War
1938-1945
Annexation Austria’s to Nazi Germany

1938

1933 | The Communist and
National Socialist parties are prohibited

1933

1929 | Foundation of a Women’s Party by middle class women,
because there was no female candidate for the parliamentary elections.

1929

Living conditions for women during interwar period: malnourishment, low salaries,
miserable working conditions, world economic crisis affected everyday life of proletarian
and middle class women
1919 | 1920 Admission
to the Faculty of Law, Technical Universities and
the Academy of Arts
1919 | Women are finally represented in parliament

1919

1933–1938
Austro Fascism

1934

1918
First Republic

1914–1918
First World War

1920
1918

1907
1901 | The endorsement „admission to academic studies“
facilitates still restricted studies for women
1899 | Foundation of the Federation of Austrian Women’s Associations
1896 | Academic diploma from foreign countries are acknowledged
under the condition that all exams are passed once more in Austria
1893 | Foundation of the General Austrian Women’s Association
(Auguste Fickert /President,
Rosa Mayreder/Vice President)
1891 | Women’s suffrage movement

1901
1899

1900

1896
1893
1891

1867

Principle of Equality in the constitution. General prohibition of
clubs and societies is abolished (except for: foreigners, women
and minors).

1848 | Girls have no access to grammar/high schools and can pass only external
school-certificate examinations

1920 | Federal Constitution Law – 2 chambers and free elections
1918 | General right to vote for women

1907 | General right to vote for men
First habilitation of a woman (Elise Richter)
Establishment of catholic women’s associations (Hildegard Burjan)

1848

1900 | Women are admitted to study Medicine

1897

1897 | Graduation Gabriele Possaner,
first female medical doctor in Austria-Hungary

1892
1890

1892 | First grammar school for girls is opened in Vienna
Women are admitted to the Philosophical Faculty
1890 | Foundation of educational societies for working class women

1869
1867 | December Constitution is the first approved by the
Federal Council and not the Emperor

1934 | A constitutional amendment eliminates parliament
Socialist Democratic Worker’s Party banned

1869 | Compulsory school attendance for girls

1867
Double Monarchy
Austria-Hungary

1848
Year of the
Revolution
k. and k. Monarchy

1848 | First feminist movement and demonstrations
August 1948 | Democratic Women’s Association is established,
then prohibited again in October 1848

